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12 June 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

Changes to Free School Meals from September 2026

We are writing to inform you about major national changes to Free School Meals (FSM)
that may benefit your family.

From September 2026, the Government is expanding FSM eligibility to all households in
receipt of Universal Credit (UC), removing the previous income caps. This change is
expected to support an estimated 500,000 more children across the country, potentially
saving your family up to £495 per year, per child.

The Two New Categories of FSM

Because of these changes, the Government is ending "transitional protections" and
separating meal eligibility from school funding. From September 2026, there will be two
tiers:

o Targeted FSM: For families on Universal Credit with annual earnings of £7,400 or
less. Your child receives free school meals, and the school receives vital extra
funding (Pupil Premium) to support their education.

o Expanded FSM: For families on Universal Credit with annual earnings above
£7.400. Your child receives free school meals, but the school does not receive
extra funding.

A Note for Infant School Parents (Reception, Year 1, and Year 2)

Even though your child automatically receives a free lunch under the Universal Infant
Free School Meals scheme, we strongly encourage you to still apply if you receive
Universal Credit. A successful application helps us secure the "Targeted" status, bringing
vital extra funding directly into our classrooms to support your child’s resources and
learning.

Who Should Apply?

Please take five minutes to complete an application if any of the following apply to
your household:

e You receive Universal Credit (regardless of your earnings).
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e You receive another qualifying benefit (such as Income Support, Child Tax
Credit, or Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance).

e Your childis in Reception, Year 1, or Year 2 and you receive any of the benefits
mentioned above.

Note: You do not need to calculate your eligibility yourself. You only need to provide
basic details (like your National Insurance Number), and the Isle of Wight Council system
will securely handle the rest.

How to Apply

Applications for the 2026/2027 school year are open now. Please submit your
application as soon as possible so we can ensure everything is processed ahead of the
autumn term.

e Apply Online: Fill out the quick online form via the Isle of Wight Council portal at
www.iwight.com/schooladmissions. |t takes less than five minutes.

e Need a Hand? If you have any questions or need help filing out the form contact
the Isle of Wight Council directly on 01983 821000

Yours sincerely

Mr D Mills Mrs N Lawrence
Executive Headteacher Head of School
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