
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1st September 2025 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

As we edge towards the new academic year, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
all of our students and families back to school. I hope you have had a restful summer and are 
ready for a positive and productive term ahead. I would like to especially welcome our new 
Year 7s and any student joining us in any other year group for their first day at The Bay 
(secondary site). It can be daunting but please do not hesitate to ask if you have any 
questions.  

We also welcome Mrs Clair Newnham who joins us in the front Office team. 

Exam Results: 

We are extremely pleased with our recent exam results. There have been some outstanding 
individual and subject-level achievements, and we are proud of the effort, resilience, and 
dedication shown by so many of our students. These results reflect the hard work of both 
students and staff, and we thank you for your continued support at home. Support and time at 
home makes a huge difference so please keep communicating with us and talking to your 
child about their work and their subjects. 

School Expectations and Reminders: 

As we move into the new academic year, it is important to remind all students and parents of 
a few key expectations that are essential for maintaining a focused, respectful, and safe 
learning environment: 

1. Toilet Use During Lessons 

Students are not permitted to use the toilets during lesson time, except in cases of medical 
need (with appropriate documentation). This policy is in place to minimise disruptions to 
learning and maintain high standards of attendance and engagement in class. 

 



 
 

2. Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones must be handed to tutors during morning registration and should not be on the 
student’s person at any point during the school day. Any student found in possession of a 
mobile phone during school hours will face a suspension in line with our behaviour policy. We 
strongly encourage parents to remind their children of this rule to avoid unnecessary 
disciplinary action. All information previously shared regarding this decision can be found in 
the letter section of our website. Just to clarify we are not extending the school day to add a 
tutor time and we will still finish at 15:00. 

3. Pencil Sharpeners 

For safety reasons, students should not bring pencil sharpeners to school. Any requirement to 
use a pencil sharpener can be requested from the teacher. We appreciate your support in 
reinforcing this rule and some of our most vulnerable students. 

4. Canteen Payments: 

As per the communication prior to the summer break, students who use the school canteen 
will no longer be permitted to go into deficit in order to purchase food. Please ensure your 
child’s account is topped up in advance. If you are experiencing financial hardship, please 
contact the school so we can discuss support options in confidence. 

5. Uniform reminder: 

Students are expected to be in full uniform all of the time. We have allowed polishable black 
trainers, however the boundaries were really being pushed by some in the summer term and it 
is not possible to safely do PE in canvas shoes and is not on our uniform list. Please ensure that 
your child is either in formal black shoes or polishable trainers. If we cannot work together to 
ensure this then we may need to consider going back to formal shoes only. I am very aware of 
the financial situation of many of our families but we need to be consistent. A reminder that 
the school blazer must be worn at all times, and for the current period, a jumper can be worn 
under the blazer, but not as a replacement. Shirts must be tucked in and ties done up 
appropriately. Socks should be plain and not branded. For all clarification please check the 
website. Uniform checks will be implemented from the first day back and students will be 
expected to be following the uniform policy.  

6. Communication: 

 



 
 

Last year, we sadly had lots of social media traffic that was never discussed with the school. 
Everyone is entitled to their opinion, but please, if you are concerned about something, please 
contact us so we can help resolve any concerns and not allow them to escalate. We’re here 
to work with you and your child to have the best secondary experience possible.  

We are looking forward to working with you and your children this year to build on the 
successes of last term and ensure every student reaches their full potential. 

If you have any questions or need clarification on any of the points above, please do not 
hesitate to contact your child’s / your form tutor in the first instance as the first point of 
contact. 

Thank you for your continued support and I wish all of our students and families a happy and 
productive academic year. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs. E. Bowden 

Headteacher 
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