
 

19th June 2026 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

RE: Staffing Update for September 2026 
 

Firstly, I would like to thank our Year 9 parents and carers for their continued support 
throughout the Preferences process. We are always mindful not to release information 
prematurely, as we wish to ensure that we secure the very best staffing possible for 
what are arguably two of the most important years in our students’ education. 

Your children and their futures remain our highest priority. As such, we have been 
working diligently behind the scenes to recruit highly qualified and specialist staff to 
support their learning and development. Teaching appointments needed to be 
finalised by 31 May in preparation for staff departures and arrivals in September, and 
we therefore wished to ensure that all arrangements were confirmed before writing 
to you. 

I am delighted to report that all teaching posts for September have now been 
successfully filled with qualified subject specialists. We also hope to appoint a Front of 
House Receptionist prior to the summer break and increase our LSA team too. 

As with every year, our staffing changes bring both sadness and excitement in equal 
measure. We extend our sincere thanks and best wishes to the following colleagues 
who will be leaving us: 

• Miss C. Stainer – who is relocating to London to be closer to family 
• Mrs L. Ainslie – who has completed her teacher training second placement with 

us 
• Mr Jake Wright – PE trainee, who completes his placement with us as part of his 

teacher training 
• Mrs J. Linington – who is retiring from her role as Exams Officer 
• Mrs S. Fancourt – who has accepted a Maths teaching position at The Island 

Free School 

We are equally pleased to welcome the following staff to our Bay team. I kindly ask 
that our community supports and welcomes them warmly, helping us to continue 
building a positive environment in which staff and students can thrive: 

• Miss K. Begley – who joins the Maths department from Carisbrooke College 
• Mrs J. Doughty – who joins us as Director of English & Literature from Lift Ryde 
• Miss M. Wade – who joins the Maths department from a grammar school in Kent 

 
 



 

• Mrs K. Wiltshire – who joins the Geography department from Cowes Enterprise 
College 

• Mr O. Weight – who joined us as an English teacher, having previously taught 
in Peru 

• Mrs L. Henderson – who joined our Front of House Reception team 
• Miss L. Entwistle – who joins us as a specialist SEND teacher 
• Miss E. Drake – who joins us as a Cover Supervisor 
• Miss R. Wright – who joins us as a History teacher 
• Mr J. Sacre – who continues in his IT support role and will also support as a 

qualified Computer Science teacher for GCSE Year 11 Computer Science 

We currently also have vacancies advertised for Learning Support Assistants. 

In addition, a number of colleagues have taken on new responsibilities within the 
school: 

• Miss N. Hillenbrand – who has been appointed as our new Exams and Data 
Officer 

• Mr O. Weight – who has been appointed to Head of Red House, taking over 
from Miss Stainer 

• Mrs H. Franklin - who is starting her Teacher Training 

We would also like to congratulate Miss H. Maddocks ahead of her wedding this 
summer. From September, she will be known as Mrs H. Howard. Also congratulations 
to Mr and Mrs Clarke on the safe arrival of their baby boy.  

We remain fully committed to securing and retaining the very best staff for our students 
and would ask for your continued support in fostering respectful relationships and 
helping us maintain the strong and dedicated team we are proud to have at The Bay. 

As the summer break approaches, I would like to thank you once again for your 
ongoing support and wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable holiday. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs E Bowden 
Headteacher 
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