
 

 

 
 

      September 2026 

Dear Parents, Carers, and Students 

Welcome back to the new academic year! I hope you had a restful summer. A special welcome to our new 
Year 7s and any students joining The Bay (secondary site) for the first time—please never hesitate to ask any of 
us for help if you have questions. 

We are also delighted to welcome Mrs. Stef Glen to our front office team, alongside the new staff announced 
before the summer. 

Exam Results 

We are extremely proud of our recent exam results, which showcase outstanding individual and subject 
achievements. These results reflect the hard work, resilience, and dedication of our students and staff. Thank 
you for your vital support at home—please keep talking to your child about their learning and maintaining 
open communication with us. New curriculum maps will be shared with parents on a separate letter. 

Key Reminders and Expectations 

First Morning Arrival 

On the first day back, all students (except The Cove and MLD students, who will meet in The Harbour) must line 
up in their Fire Alarm lines on the astroturf and playgrounds for morning uniform checks and guidance. 

1. Toilet Use 

To minimise learning disruptions, students may not use the toilet during lessons unless they have an approved 
medical pass, in date, from the school. 

2. Mobile Phones / SmoothWall 

Phones must be handed to tutors during morning registration and kept off the student's person all day. 
Possessing a phone during school hours will result in suspension, per our Culture for Learning policy. Full details 
are available on our website. Along with mobile phone technology we have seen a number of students 
accessing inappropriate content through the summer break. Please can you support us in reminding all 
students that if they log on through their school account everything is monitored. 

3. Pencil Sharpeners & Fidget Aids 

 



 

For safety and to prevent distractions, students must not bring pencil sharpeners or fidget aids from home. 
Sharpeners are provided by teachers, and the school has a bank of safe fidget aids available for students 
who need them. 

4. Canteen Payments 

Canteen accounts can no longer go into deficit. Please ensure your child’s account is topped up in advance. 
If you are experiencing financial hardship, please contact us confidentially for support. 

5. Uniform Policy 

Full uniform is required daily, and checks begin on Day 1: 

●​ Footwear: Plain, polishable black formal shoes or polishable black trainers only. Canvas shoes are 
strictly prohibited. 
●​ Blazers/Jumpers: Blazers are no longer required for Year 7 and are being phased out for other years. 
However, if a blazer is not worn, a branded school jumper is mandatory. Hoodies and non-branded jumpers 
will be confiscated. 
●​ General: Shirts must be tucked in, ties tied properly, and socks must be plain black (unbranded). 

6. Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club will not run for the foreseeable future. We are working hard to get this back up and running 
again and will let you know when this will be possible. Please note therefore students should not arrive at 
school prior to 08:15 unless on school transport. Thank you for your understanding.  

7. Communication 

If you ever have concerns, please contact us directly so we can resolve them together, rather than turning to 
social media. Your child’s tutor is always your first point of contact. 

8. Equipment 

Because blazers are no longer mandatory, all students must bring a school bag daily containing: 

●​ At least two black pens, a pencil, a ruler, and an eraser. 
●​ A reading book 
●​ Recommended: Highlighters and a scientific calculator (contact Mrs. Scott for recommendations). 

We look forward to working with you to ensure a successful, productive year ahead. If you have any 
questions, please reach out to your child’s tutor. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 



 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs. E. Bowden 

Headteacher 
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